
Using Case 
Studies in Law 
Teaching



Myths

Independent work 
is better than 
group work 

Skills and doctrinal 
classes should not 
overlap 



What is a case study?





Why Use Case 
Studies?

Active Learning 

NextGen Bar

Professional Readiness (lawyer 
and non-lawyer careers)

ABA Standards 



Active Learning 



NextGen Bar

Tests what lawyers actually do

Question prompts tell them their 
role and give them a task 

Skills are in; memorization is out

Marry doctrine and skills, just like 
practice 

Uses documents that look 
authentic 
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Academia

Government & Politics

Nongovernmental 
Organizations

Banking & Finance

Entrepreneurship

Business Leadership

Non-profit Leadership

Real Estate

Mediation

Public Relations

Lobbying

Compliance

Judiciary



ABA Standards



Breakout Session



Finding Case Studies for Law Teaching 

https://casestudies.law.harvard.edu/

Bdeitch@law.capital.edu

https://casestudies.law.harvard.edu/
mailto:Bdeitch@law.capital.edu
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