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Animal Welfare Act – stated purpose:

“to insure that animals intended for use in 
research facilities or for exhibition purposes 
or for use as pets are provided humane 
care and treatment”

7 U.S.C. § 2131



Animal Welfare Act, Public Interest, & 
Transparency

• “[W]e need to ensure the public that adequate safeguards are in 
place to prevent unnecessary abuses to animals, and that 
everything possible is being done to decrease the pain of 
animals during experimentation and testing.” Sen. Dole, in 
introducing 1985 AWA amendments.

• “[T]he AWA anticipated the continued monitoring of concerned 
animal lovers to ensure that the purposes of the Act were 
honored.” Animal Legal Def. Fund, Inc. v. Glickman, 154 F.3d 
426, 445 (D.C. Cir. 1998).



USDA Feb. 3, 2017, Announcement

“Based on our commitment to being transparent, remaining 
responsive to our stakeholders’ informational needs, and 
maintaining the privacy rights of individuals, APHIS is 
implementing actions to remove documents it posts on APHIS’ 
website involving the Horse Protection Act (HPA) and the Animal 
Welfare Act (AWA) that contain personal information covered by 
the Privacy and Freedom of Information Acts or guidance from 
the U.S. Department of Justice regarding them.”



1996 E-FOIA Amendment

“Each agency . . . shall make available for public inspection in an 
electronic format— . . . all records . . . that because of the nature of 
their subject matter, the agency determines have become or are likely 
to become the subject of subsequent requests for substantially the 
same records . . . . ”

5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(2)(D). 



S. Rep. No. 104-272 (1996) 

“The purpose . . . is to prompt agencies to make information available 
affirmatively on their own initiative in order to meet anticipated public 
demand for it. In other words, FOIA processes should not be 
incumbered by requests for routinely available records or information 
that can more efficiently be made available to the public through 
affirmative dissemination means.” 



USDA Acknowledgments

“[I]nspection and annual reports . . . qualify as records subject to 
multiple requests under E-FOIA and must be made available to the 
pubic via electronic means.” USDA Memo (Mar. 12, 2004).

Enforcement records “are frequently requested and as a result, APHIS, 
in compliance with the Electronic Freedom of Information Act 
Amendments of 1996, made the determination to provide the 
requested records on its agency website.”  USDA Letter (2015). 
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