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Focus on Teaching:  
Marrying Assessment Tools to 

Learning Outcomes in Course Design 



 
O B J E C T I V E S :  
 
A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  s e s s i o n ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o :  
•  D e s c r i b e  t h e  s t e p s  i n  t h e  B a c k w a r d s  D e s i g n  p r o c e s s  
•  A n a l y z e  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  Z o n e  o f  P r o x i m a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  i n  

m o v i n g  e a c h  o f  h i s / h e r  s t u d e n t s  f o r w a r d  d u r i n g  t h e  1 3  o r  1 4  
w e e k s  o f  h i s / h e r  c o u r s e  

•  C r i t i q u e  h o w  A b r a m s ,  M a n s f i e l d ,  a n d  B y r n  m a r r y  
a s s e s s m e n t  t o o l s  t o  l e a r n i n g  o u t c o m e s  i n  c o u r s e  d e s i g n  

Focus on Teaching:  
Marrying Assessment Tools to 

Learning Outcomes in Course Design 



Three Kinds of Teachers in the World 

1.  Content-Based Teachers 
2.  Activity-Based Teachers 
3.  Objectives-Based Teachers 
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Need to Marry our Assessment Tools to our 
Leaning Outcomes in order to both: 

¡  Know what we want our students to learn 
 AND 

¡  Determine if students actually learned it. 



Backwards Design 

Grant Wiggins & Jay McTighe - UNDERSTANDING BY DESIGN (2005) 
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Backwards Design 
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Zone of Proximal Development 
– Where Learning Happens 
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3rd Year Residency Program 

�  2 credit weekly seminar with faculty instructor 
�  9-11 credit Residency placement (@400 hours)  
�  Students must apply to take the course   
�  Application evaluation focuses on student’s prior 

experiences and exhibited skill-base (the student’s ZPD) 
�  Residency sites chosen by faculty 
�  Law school and Residency site enter an MOU: 

¡  Identifying expectations of site, law school, and Resident  
¡  Identifying specific work of increasing complexity for Resident over 

the course of the Residency (movement through the ZPD) 
¡  Agree to use of common assessment tools 



Residency Rubric 


