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Building your class dynamic

•Show your students that you care
• Questionnaire before the semester
• Learn names quickly and use them

•Lead with student engagement
• Get them participating before they 
think about whether they should 
participate



Preparing for class

•Have clear goals for the class 
session—What do you want 
students to understand or be able to 
do?

•Know what topic comes next
•Know whether it’s ok for some 
content to spill over to the next class



Starting class

• I like to play music before class 
starts, but that may be unusual

•Start class by reminding students 
where you are in the course and 
what content in that unit you 
have already covered as a mini-
review



Introduce Probable Cause

Was there a search 
or seizure?

Yes

Was it 
constitutional?

Was there probable 
cause?

Was there a valid 
warrant or 

exception to the 
warrant 

requirement?

No

No Fourth 
Amendment 

Violation

Government usually 
needs both



Confessions and Interrogations: Sources of Law

Due Process 
(voluntariness)

Miranda (self-
incrimination)

Right to counsel Right to silence

Sixth 
Amendment 

Right to 
Counsel



Should you cold call?

• I think so
•Pure cold call or panel system?



• Pure Cold Call vs Panel System
o Pure Cold Call: Keeps students alert, may create 

anxiety
o Panel System: Predictable, allows more focused 

preparation on particular days

• Tradeoffs
o Balance between broad engagement and student comfort

Should you cold call?









Maintain attention with active learning 
techniques

• Every 12-15 minutes attention will 
wane, unless you re-engage students

• Notice the polling question I just used
• Plan something every 12-15 minutes; 
don’t only try to read the room to see 
if the students need it



Active Learning Techniques

• There are many, but I especially 
like…
• Talk to your neighbor or 
• Think-pair-share

• Polling questions to:
• Apply what we’ve been learning or
• Ask for their view (i.e., did the 
Court get this one right?)



Give students a way to evaluate their 
learning

•Written assignments are amazing but 
very time intensive, especially hard 
for folks with another full-time job

•Poll Everywhere for multiple-choice 
questions applying the doctrine

• Works well near end of each class
• But can also be a great way to bring 

attention back in during class



Here’s an example





How to end class

•Ask students to think about what 
they learned today.  You saw how I 
do that.  Then…

•Summarize and organize the big-
picture takeaways from the day’s 
doctrinal content



How to use PowerPoint

•Regularly but not heavily
•Slide for each case with an image 
to make it memorable

•Text of a statute to look at together
•Analytical tools that you make – 
outlines, flow charts

•Recap slides



Post your slides

• I tell students I’ll post the slides and 
then do, meant to take off pressure 
from being stenographers

•Some downside risk because it 
might memorialize any mistakes

•But I think it’s worth the tradeoff



For the Criminal Law and Procedure folks

• Join AALS Criminal Procedure and Criminal Law 
sections

• Listservs might be helpful, and…






