
SLAPP Suits



Anti-SLAPP

• California Code of Civil Procedure § 425.16: The 

Legislature finds and declares that there has been a 

disturbing increase in lawsuits brought primarily to chill the 

valid exercise of the constitutional rights of freedom of 

speech and petition for the redress of grievances. The 

Legislature finds and declares that it is in the public interest 

to encourage continued participation in matters of public 

significance, and that this participation should not be chilled 

through abuse of the judicial process. 

• Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code § 27.002: The 

purpose of this chapter is to encourage and safeguard the 

constitutional rights of persons to petition, speak freely, 

associate freely, and otherwise participate in government to 

the maximum extent permitted by law and, at the same time, 

protect the rights of a person to file meritorious lawsuits for 

demonstrable injury.

•



Anti-SLAPP Two-Step

Step 1: Does the cause 

of action arise from 

protected activity?

Step 2: Is the plaintiff 

nevertheless likely to 

succeed on the 

merits?
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