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	Welcome


On behalf of the Planning Committee, it gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the 2009 AALS Workshop on Transactional Law.  


The purpose of this Workshop is to take stock of the developments in transactional law since the 1991 AALS Workshop on the subject in order to enhance classroom teaching and legal scholarship related to transactional law.  There has been a growing recognition of the importance of integrating transactional courses into the law school curriculum so that students can better develop the drafting, planning, and negotiating skills needed to advise clients on the various business transactions in which they engage.  Indeed, many law schools have experimented with how best to integrate skills-based courses into the curriculum.  Some schools, like Harvard and Stanford, have introduced additional transactional courses into their curriculum while other schools, like Washington and Lee, have opted to convert their entire third year into a practicum-based program.  With an eye towards uncovering best practices, this Workshop will explore the issues raised by these and other innovations aimed at enhancing students’ exposure to transactional law.  


This Workshop also will explore the issues raised by the growing body of transactional scholarship.  To this end, this Workshop features sessions on methodologies of scholarship in this arena as well as several presentations of works-in-progress on innovative approaches to transactional law scholarship.


In addition to taking stock of transactional teaching and scholarship, this Workshop has two important goals.  First, this Workshop is aimed at bringing together faculty from different doctrinal areas of the law.  Second, through its various small group sessions, this Workshop seeks to provide a forum for faculty to actively engage with one another and exchange ideas in a more informal setting.  We hope you enjoy this Workshop and come away with some concrete ideas regarding how to integrate transactional law issues into your teaching and scholarship.


I want to thank the members of the Planning Committee who have helped put this Workshop together.  Those members are: Victor Fleischer (Illinois), Peter Pitegoff (Maine), D. Gordon Smith (Brigham Young University), and Alfred C. Yen (Boston College).  I also want to thank Jane La Barbera, David Brennan, Tracie Thomas and the rest of the AALS staff for all of the work they have done to help make this Workshop a success.

Lisa M. Fairfax, University of Maryland School of Law

Chair, Planning Committee for 
AALS Workshop on Transactional Law
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