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This talk is part of larger project entitled Immigration Enforcement as Social Control.  My thesis is that public and private entities use law to exert social control over poor people and people of color and stem progressive political mobilization.  Illegality, non-participation in the workforce, and criminality are used as vectors of social control in bureaucratic legal systems and race underlies each of these constructions.  In the case of immigration enforcement, home and workplace raids and worker authorization are two programmatic means by which legal authority is deployed to subordinate poor people and people of color within the borders of the United States.  In this talk, I will focus on worker authorization programs. 
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