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	WELCOME

On behalf of the Planning Committee, I welcome you to the 2009 AALS Workshop for Beginning Legal Writing Teachers.  Some of you will be teaching legal writing in addition to other subjects.  Others of you will focus all your teaching energies on legal writing.  Every one of you will be teaching what may be the most challenging subject in the law school curriculum.  Each of the experienced professors who have graciously given of their summer to be here welcomes the opportunity to introduce you to a discipline that is vital to the mission of every American law school.

Legal writing is uniquely challenging to teach because it requires the combined skills of good writing and good legal thinking.  Legal writing teachers must elicit the analytical thinking that is essential to effective legal problem solving at the same time they guide their students in how best to present legal analysis or argument in a finished document.  Often this effort requires the teacher to dispel a student’s preconceived notions about what is good writing.  Although this task may seem daunting, we know from the experience of others that this workshop can help you navigate the challenges you will face so that you can more quickly enjoy the many rewards of this type of teaching. 

Our goal for this workshop is to provide the basic grounding that will enable you to prepare with confidence for your entry into the legal writing classroom.  After this, as you gain experience, we trust that you will contribute your own ideas to the ongoing conversation about how effectively to teach legal writing.
Randy E. Barnett, 
Georgetown Law Center, and Chair,  Planning Committee for AALS
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