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. ’ : Independent Clinical
Final Assignment

Issues Encountered While Working On An Asylum Affidavit

MDﬁrstcamehquBLSinlateSeptemberandmetwithNancyKeuy,my
clinical advisor. After discussingverybﬁeﬂyherexperience before coming to the
UnitedStates,MDaskedNancyiﬁtwouldbepossibleforGBLStoassistherin
legalizinghetstamshereinmeUnited States. Given the horror of the story that MD

| toldNancy{s!whadbeennped,heldwithomchargemdbermoﬁm,threeofher
brothers,omofhasimbothofhagrandpuansmdhu‘four-ywoldsonhad
been murdered), Nancy responded that she thought that it would not be a problem and
. pmmeinoonthithMD.
lnmesevenlmomhsdncelﬁrnmethm Ihavesputtoonsidembletimeand
eﬁ‘o:tmempmgtoorgmzeher application. Amongthemanyusksmwhwhlhave
been involved, however, onempammlﬂ—dmﬁingkm’uﬁdwn—hnspmvmwbe
themoud:ﬁmh(mdthemoamwmg) ’rhoughnuoenmlynotmdytobeﬁled
yct,lfedthntheaﬁdlvnhasoomeuongmyswelﬁrubegmworhngonu This
puuaﬂﬂiymbeauscofmechﬂengathnlhmehadtoovawmcmordaeven
togettheaﬁdtvittothsmﬂroughfoxmn. Dapnethef:ctﬂmloouldprobabty

dnﬁadoamwMOfequdorgwatengthmthe;ﬁdwﬁMjustdescﬁbingmm
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challenges, for this final assignment of my independent clinical program, I am outlining .
below what I believe to be the three major challenges that I faced and how I have

attempted to deal with them.

WhenlﬁrstsatdownwithMDinearlyOctober,Ididnotfeelthatgetﬁngher
full story would be even the slightest challenge. For, MD was extremely well-spoken
and was able to recount her experiences in Liberia in a coherent and believable fashion.

The first inkling, however, that I received that getting the full story from MD
would not be a completely straightforward task came when I sat down a few days after |
my first meeting with MD. At that time, I realized that stories that I thought I had fully (
comprehended before did not quite make sense. This, of course, was not to say that I .
did not believe MD, but rather that I realized that I had made the first sin of client
reprsemation:Ihadneglectedtoﬁstentomyclientwitharaﬁow(asopposedto
emotional) ear.

Thus, at my next meeting with MD, I made an extra effort to delve into some of
the inconsistencies in her story and, sure enough, I soon discovered that there were all
sorts of buried layers to her experiences. Not suprisingly, I learned that, by asking

questions, I was able to uncover not just details that had not come to the surface
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isodes (including an arrest and at least on¢ rape)

. before, but, moré importantly, entire ¢p
her perspective (as 3 native of

tha-—ianStcascs-MDhadleﬁout because, from

Liberia), they were almost routine.
have made 2 special effort t0 put this first lesson

Subsequent to this meeting, 1

ractice. Thu,thoushlknowmnnuoﬁenhudfcrbﬂ)torememberdetaﬂs

ulk;bo\nsomeofthedewlsthnshc
wenegomgumamandy\mhubleonc For, if we
apphcauomsﬁled) there is a good

and even harder t0 doesmnember,lalso\mow
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Despite my initial resolution, it was not long into my contact with MD that I .
realized that, though of course I needed to be understanding of the sensitivity of the
subject of her rape, it did her and me no good only to allow her to raise the issue when
she wanted. Thus, by our second meeting, notwithstanding my discomfort at doing so,
on numerous occasions [ found myself having to keep MD from skipping over the
incident (and later, I would discover, other similar incidents). Despite the fact that I
know that my doing so did not make things “easy” for MD, I believe that what I have
tried to make my “sensitive persistence” (even with respect to an extremely troubling
issue) has been very important for MD's case. For, it has allowed me to find out
crucial details that will, I believe, make MD's affidavit a far more accurate and
compelling document. {

Thoughlmwspectedthﬂthiswouldbediﬁwhforqe,wbeulacmﬁysat
downtostantowﬁtehm’saﬁdavitlfoundthnlcouldnotgetwhnlwaspmﬁng
down on paper to sound like it came from the mouth of someone other than me. As a
result, I found, the initial draft of the document seemed extremely distant and
impersonal, containing all of the right facts, but none of the right emotions.
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. The first way | attempted to deal with this problem was to edit it on my own.
Thus, | spent many hours going through my prose and redacting entire paragraphs so
that the sentence structure and vocabulary were more akin to what I had heard my
client use. In addition, 1 made a point of peppering, wherever 1 could, the descriptions
of the events with MD's own phrases that 1 had written down in my interviews with
her.

Thoughwdymyeditingbelpedmakeaverydeu&eddoannﬂnsoundalitﬂe
less so, whenlgavechytheﬁrst“ﬁnished”draﬁ.lhwwthatitwasstmnotﬁgm.

Sure enough, uponspuldnstoncythene:nweekhercommeislwwedthatshe

. whafbothsheandlrealizedneededtobedonewiththeaﬁdavit,blmcymadewhauo
mmammwzmmmmmmmmwm
ductibehasensayractiomtothnmghwhichshewm(moduwords, ask her
notjunmdeucribewhuhsppened.b\nhowsheuwh,heudit,smdhdkmdfehit
happen). |
Fonowmmymamgwimum,xanedWonanphonemdwnhinafew
dayswutogahﬂ'whhhernGBLSukingherforthevayd&iktMchy
suggostedlﬁnd. hmredibly,whmlsatdownatmyoompuw'tore-wﬁtemyﬁm
mxfmwm(mmw)m@mwﬁomam-m

moun!wﬁtteninﬁrﬁpmi:uomwmdﬁm-hmdm. Though I realize that I
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still have quite a bit more work to do before the document is ready to be filed, I have

been amazed at how asking the right questions of MD really changed both my
perception of her experiences and, more importantly, my ability to express those

perceptions in a more immediate and meaningful way in the affidavit.





