December 31, 2009
Memorandum 
To:

Deans of Member Schools
From:

Susan Westerberg Prager

Subject:
Revision to Executive Committee Regulation 7.1(a) Time for Making Application to Membership in the AALS
At its November 2009 meeting the AALS Executive Committee approved a change to Executive Committee Regulation 7.1(a) Time for Making Application.  This regulation pertains to the procedures for a school applying to membership in the AALS.  An additional notification has been added to the timetable so that an applicant school will send a notice of readiness 13 months before the annual meeting at which the school would be considered for membership.  There are three deadlines:
1) Notice of Intention to Apply:  (21 months) School and Consultant believe either that the school currently qualifies for membership or that they expect it will be qualified 13 months before House of Representatives consideration.

2) Notice of Readiness for Membership:  (13 months) School submits a letter stating that both the school and consultant on readiness believe that the school now fully complies with all AALS membership requirements.

3) Application for Membership:  (11 months) School submits formal application and fee ($20,000).

The change serves the AALS’ need to have adequate time to recruit a site visit team but provides the school and the consultant some months after that to continue their explorations of readiness.  We will appoint a site visit team after we receive the Notice of Intention to Apply.  If a school submits a Notice of Intention to Apply and later decides that it is not ready to go forward with the application at the time of the Notice of Readiness for Membership, the site team’s visit will be canceled.  The new language is underlined below.
Executive Committee Regulation 7.1
Application for Membership
a. Time for Making Application.  A law school seeking membership shall at least 21 months before the annual meeting at which it seeks to have its application for membership considered by the House of Representatives notify the Executive Director of its intention to file an application, 13 months before that annual meeting it shall file a notice of readiness, and at least eleven months before that annual meeting shall file its application for membership.
In accordance with Bylaw 5-4, unless objection is received from at least ten member schools within 60 days of mailing a copy of these regulations, Executive Committee Regulation 7.1(a), as amended, will continue in effect.

cc:  non-member fee-paid law schools
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