September 16, 2009

MEMORANDUM 09-17
TO:

Deans of Member and Fee-Paid Law Schools

FROM:
Elizabeth H. Patterson

RE:
Honor Roll: A Spirit of Service in the Wake of Hurricane Katrina

I write at the request of President Rachel F. Moran to ask your assistance with a very important and worthwhile project.  This coming January will mark the first time that the AALS Annual Meeting will be held in New Orleans since Hurricane Katrina.  As you well know, that tragedy resulted in an outpouring of support from around the country and the world.  Among the communities and individuals who responded so swiftly and effectively to that crisis were many AALS member and fee-paid schools, their faculties, staffs, and students.  President Moran invites you and individual faculty members to nominate schools, individuals and programs for inclusion on the above-named Honor Roll.  The nominees should have contributed some action (other than the donation of money) to alleviate the suffering of those affected by Katrina.  For example, many member and fee-paid schools accepted students from Loyola and Tulane as visitors in the Fall of 2005, making it possible for students in their last year to graduate on time. In addition, some faculty and students from member and fee-paid schools went to New Orleans to help represent defendants who were incarcerated pending trial; some assisted with clean-up efforts.
On a personal note, I am especially pleased to be involved with this project because I had been Deputy for a little over two weeks when Katrina struck in August of 2005.  I have never been more proud to be a part of the legal academy than I was during that frightful week, as Deans rallied their schools to do whatever they could to assist Tulane and Loyola law schools and their students.  When I learned of President Moran’s planned Honor Roll, I knew that my return to the Deputy position for this year was meant to be.

We ask that you submit the names of schools, individuals, or programs (e.g., a clinical program that offered legal assistance to New Orleans residents or residents of other affected areas), along with a brief, 3-4 sentence paragraph that describes the nature of the contribution made by the nominee.  President Moran will acknowledge the existence of the Honor Roll at the Annual Meeting Luncheon and we will publicize the Honor Roll in an appropriate fashion.
Please encourage your faculty to submit nominations and we hope that you will do so as well; one can make more than one nomination and self-nominations will be accepted.  All nominations should be made using the following categories and nominees must be part of, or be a member or fee-paid school: 
School 
Program (within a school) 
Student Group 
Individual (faculty, staff, student)   
Nominations must be submitted no later than Monday, November 2, 2009 to honorroll@aals.org.  
Thank you in advance for your assistance.
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